
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

THE INTER AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS HAS RELEASED ITS 

ADVISORY OPINION OC-32/25 ON THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

 

July 3, 2025. One year after the delivery of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

(ITLOS) advisory opinion requested by COSIS, the advisory opinion OC-32/25 on the Climate 

Emergency and Human Rights of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) was 

issued on May 29, 2025. The opinion was delivered publicly on July 3, 2025, at the Court's 

headquarters in San José, Costa Rica.  

 

The 234-page advisory opinion of the IACHR is an important and progressive opinion that 

advances the jurisprudence on climate change and human rights. COSIS takes note of the 

Court's references to the conclusions of the ITLOS in its COSIS advisory opinion, including 

regarding the principles of due diligence, intergenerational equity, common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities, and the identification of the source of the best 

available science. The IACHR advisory opinion recalls the ITLOS advisory opinion conclusion 

that under UNCLOS, States must take, individually or jointly, all necessary measures to prevent 

pollution by GHG emissions at the national level and in a transboundary context, insofar as 

such emissions constitute a form of pollution of the marine environment. 

 

The text of the IACTHR advisory opinion is available in Spanish at 

https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_32_esp.pdf, while a summary in Spanish is 

available at https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/resumen_seriea_32_es.pdf. An English 

version will be available shortly and published on the Court’s website. The separate opinions 

of the judges will be communicated by the end of August 2025.  

 

The request for an advisory opinion to the IACtHR was submitted by the Republic of Chile and 

the Republic of Colombia. It inquired about the scope of States' obligations to respond to the 

climate emergency from the perspective of international human rights law. In 2023, after 

COSIS requested an Advisory Opinion on climate change from the ITLOS, COSIS announced 

its intention to participate in the IACtHR advisory proceedings as an interested organization, in 

accordance with its mandate to clarify the relevant international rules, principles and existing 

obligations of states with respect to climate change. COSIS participated in both the written and 

oral phases of the proceedings, through submission of written observations and participation in 

the hearings.  

 

### 

 

About COSIS: COSIS is an intergovernmental organization established by small island 

developing states particularly affected by climate change, through the Edinburgh Agreement at 

COP26 in 2021. Its members are Antigua and Barbuda, Tuvalu, Palau, Niue, Vanuatu, Saint 

Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Kitts and Nevis and The Bahamas. 

 

For media inquiries, please contact press@cosis-ccil.org  
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